






The result of all this effort is a trusted 
guide to nonprofit organizations with im-
pact. Others do the footwork so those 
who give don’t have to. They can spend 
their time selecting charities and non-
profits from the print Catalogue or the 
Web site, www.cfp-dc.org.

Thumbing through the Catalogue is 
an exercise in answering the question, 
“What do I care about most?” Human 
Services is by far the largest category 
among the five available. “Hunger, 
housing and homelessness represent an 
increasing need,” Katherine says. Each 
Catalogue listing includes a wish list and 
a summary of the organization’s mission 
and accomplishments. The powerful 
combination of stories and pictures helps 
readers understand how their contribu-
tions are used. Each listing also includes 
contact information, volunteer opportu-
nities, events, Web site links, and the 
ability to share the information with 
dozens of social networks.

“We value nonprofits like Samaritan 
Ministry because they tailor themselves 
to meet the needs of very specific indi-
viduals in their neighborhoods and com-
munities,” Katherine says. “Besides, we 
know the vast majority of nonprofits do 
more with a dime than anybody else. 
They do honorable work, and they are, in
essence, ‘the change we all want to see’.”

The Catalogue takes the region’s 
knowledge about philanthropy and lever-
ages it for the good of nonprofit organiza-
tions and donors in the greater Washing-
ton community. “Our purpose is to get 
information out to communities and to
get people thinking about what they really
care about,” notes Katherine. This year 
the Catalogue mailed more than 20,000 
copies to households throughout the re-
gion, as well as to family foundations.

 “Donors tell us they want to contrib-
ute to an organization that helps bring 
value to their lives and that has impact. 
The Catalogue and Web site let them 
connect to what they value most and 
where they can also have the most im-
pact.” Katherine gives an example: 
“Often, families will sit down together to 
talk about giving. The conversation may 
start with all the things they are grateful 
for. Then it turns to ways they can con-
tribute. By leafing through the pages of 
the Catalogue, family members begin to 

discover shared values, even among gen-
erations. And, it gives them a chance to 
learn about each other.”

The Web site (www.cfp-dc.org) 
abounds with ideas for giving and in-
cludes a gift registry, gift cards, ways 
to get kids involved and more. The 
“Happenings” section of the site lists 
events so donors can attend a program 
hosted by a Catalogue nonprofit, volun-
teer to help out, and connect with great 
community-based nonprofits every day 
of the year if they choose.

“The whole spirit of the Catalogue is 
life affirming: It gets us connected to 
something greater than ourselves,” Kath-
erine believes. “The Catalogue and our 
new Web site really do embody the story 
of the Good Samaritan. We are, after all, 
our brother’s keeper. Now we have new 
ways to act on our convictions.”

Barbara Schrader volunteers as a 
front office coordinator at our Northern 
Virginia office.

Creative ways donors use the 
Catalogue for Philanthropy: 
Greater Washington:

*	A woman gives her grandchildren gift 
cards — $25 to kids from ages 7 to 9, 
$100 to those who are 10 and over. The 
kids look through the Catalogue or visit 
the Web site to make their own choices 
about people they want to help.

*	Corporation employees meet quarterly 
for a happy hour to toast the nonprofit of 
their choice and to raise more money. 
They are practicing the kind of giving 
that lasts throughout the year.

*	Teenager givers choose their birthdays 
as an occasion to donate. The birthday 
honoree may have a party but, instead 
of gifts, he or she asks their friends to 
go to the Catalogue Web site and select 
a charity they’d like to donate to as a 
group or individually. Then they share 
their choices and why they made them 
on Facebook or other social networking 
sites. “It’s a way to deepen friendships 
and find out what others value,” says 
Katherine Jankowski.

*	Couples celebrating anniversaries cre-
ate a gift registry on the Catalogue’s 
Web site and ask their friends to donate 
to their favorite charity in lieu of gifts.

*	Churches can empower individual do-
nors through social networking, or board 
members can start a gift registry.

*	Parents give their children gift cards as 
a way to introduce them to the value of 
giving to others. One young girl looked 
through the Catalogue and chose two 
charities to receive her gift card dollars. 
The first was a local theater group 
where she recently had seen a play. Her 
second donation was to a nonprofit that 
helped women prisoners reentering so-
ciety. When her mother asked why she’d 
chosen that particular charity, the girl 
said, “Because everyone deserves a 
second chance.”

The possibilities 
for giving are 
limited only by 
imagination. 
Take a look at 
the Catalogue for 
Philanthropy or 
the accompany-
ing Web site and 
view Samaritan Ministry’s listing. Think of 
ways you would like to keep the spirit of 
giving all year long. www.cfp-dc.org.
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IN MEmORiAm

Robert Graf
Samaritan Ministry celebrates the 

life and the many gifts of Bob Graf, 
who died on November 23, 2009.

Bob and his wife, Joyce, have 
been great supporters of Samaritan 
Ministry since 1998. He donated 
countless hours as Samaritan 
Ministry’s volunteer webmaster 
and photographer, always serving 
with graciousness, good humor, and 
charm. We have been blessed by 
Bob’s many gifts and we hold his 
memory in our hearts.
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Richard encourages other parishes to 
host a retreat, “The chance to host one of 
these retreats has manyfold blessings. I 
would strongly encourage the experience 
for parishes whose members might not 
get much of a chance for hands-on 
work.” Kathy adds that many volunteers 
said the retreat was one of the most 
meaningful outreach programs in which 
our church has participated.

For the first time with this format, the 
retreat was a huge success. Much of the 
credit goes to the parishioners at St. 
Christopher’s. “I got many comments 
that this retreat was just as good as going 
away for the weekend to Bon Secours,” 
says Catherine. “We hope to continue 
hosting these retreats with various par-
ishes in the area.”

If your parish is interested in hosting 
a retreat, please contact Catherine Rod-
man at crodman@samaritanministry.org 
or 202-722-2280 x 301.

Susan Prentice is serving a volunteer 
communications internship through 
March 2010.

Retreat | continued from page 3
WHEN: Saturday, January 30, 2010

WHERE: NRECA Conference Center 
Arlington, VA

Time: 6:30–9:30 pm
Celebrating the purchase of our Northwest office by 

honoring those who made it possible:
Christ Lutheran Church 

Betty and Wes Foster Family Foundation 
John Edward Fowler Memorial Foundation 

David and Linda Manning 
David and Joan Maxwell 

St. Dunstan’s Church, Bethesda, MD
WashingtonFirst Bank 
Cliff and Debbie White

To purchase tickets or for additional information, 
contact Mary Belknap at 202-722-2280 x 305

www.samaritanministry.org

Mardi Gras 
and Live 
Auction

It was spring in Washington. Flowers 
were blooming in the Mount Pleas-
ant neighborhood where Diane lived 

in an apartment with her two-year-old 
daughter. But the promise of spring 
eluded her. She had paid the rent, but 
was low on food and had no money to 
pay for day care. It was 1992 and Diane 
was working as a legal secretary, but she 
couldn’t quite make ends meet.

At that time Samaritan Ministry was 
located in St. Stephen and the Incarna-
tion Church just a few blocks from 
Diane’s apartment. She went for help. 
“I didn’t have any idea how to manage 
my finances,” says Diane. The case
worker at Samaritan Ministry helped her 
balance her lifestyle with her salary. For 
the first time in her life, Diane learned 
to budget her money.

Since then, Diane has continued to 
overcome more than her fair share of 
life’s challenges. She finally found a 
mentor and felt like she was beginning 
to go places when the mentor suddenly 
died. She met the “love of her life” who 
became not so loving when he learned 
she was to have his child. Without a full-

Success Requires Persistence

time father, that daughter grew into a 
teenager and, as teenagers sometimes 
do, blamed her mother for all of the 
problems in her life. One after another, 
life’s heartaches piled up for Diane.

Although she changed jobs often, 
Diane kept working and graduated from 
college with a bachelor’s degree in 
2005. Along the way, she lost many of 
the people she loved, including her 
murdered mother and several of her 
brothers. She got advice from many 
people, sometimes bad advice and some-
times not the advice she needed. “I never 
had anyone teach me how to plan my 
life,” says Diane.

Through it all, Diane has reached out 
to Samaritan Ministry. “I still have 
dreams and aspirations,” says Diane who 
is taking time to sort out her direction in 
life while working as a tutor. She looks 
at success as having the strength and in-
tegrity to use your will to keep on living.

“I look at Samaritan Ministry as a life-
line, “says Diane. “It’s like holding on to 
the hand of Christ.”

(Samaritan Ministry works with any-
one who wants to take next steps toward 
a better life. We work with individuals 
for as long as it takes, a few weeks, a 
few months, or at different points in 
their lives.) 

In Step  W I N T E R  2 010     5

mailto:crodman@samaritanministry.org
http://www.samaritanministry.org


News Briefs
Meet Our Interns

New casework, communications and 
development interns were welcomed to 
Samaritan Ministry this fall.

Three recent graduates joined the staff 
as year-long intern caseworkers. Ben 
Sloan is working in the SE office. A 
graduate of Southwestern University in 
Texas with a bachelor’s in religious stud-
ies, Ben came to Samaritan Ministry 
through the Discipleship Year.
“I feel called to the ministry, but I did not
want to go right from college to working 
with a church,” says Ben. “I wanted to 
experience some of the things I would be 
talking about later in my life.”

Lauren Wasilchak is working at the 
NW office through the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps. She is a graduate of Scranton 
University in Pennsylvania with a bache-
lor’s in sociology. “I have been doing 
volunteer work and have been interested 
in doing JVC since high school,” says 
Lauren. “It’s always been something I 
wanted to do, and it has inspired me to 
get my master’s in social work.”

Sarah Frazell is a graduate of Wartburg 
College in Iowa with a bachelor’s in 
social work. She is the NOVA casework 

About 240 people walked for Samaritan Ministry in the 2009 Help the Homeless Walkathon on the National Mall the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving.

(From top; L to R) Ralph Paschwitz, Ben Sloan, Susan 
Prentice, Sarah Frazell, Lauren Wasilchak

Friends of Samaritan Ministry 
is Top Donor Group in Help the 
Homeless Walkathon

B ecause      of
Samaritan Minis-
try’s dedicated 
donors – includ-
ing partner par-
ishes, individu-
als, foundations 
and other orga-
nizations – 
Friends of Sa-
maritan Minis-
try was the only 

$100,000 spon-
sor in this year’s Fannie Mae Help the 
Homeless Program. This makes Samari-
tan Ministry eligible for a $20,000 bonus 
on top of receiving the entire $100,000 
donated through the Help the Homeless 
Program. Samaritan Ministry also met 
the walker incentive award for 1,500 
walkers, which will give Samaritan Min-
istry an additional $25,000 bonus.

We estimate that 1,800 people regis-
tered and walked for Samaritan Ministry 
of Greater Washington, which means a 
likely $30,000 in registration fees.

Thank you to everyone who helped 
make the 2009 Help the Homeless Walk-
athon a success for Samaritan Ministry 
of Greater Washington. From the many 
donors who contributed to the Friends of 
Samaritan Ministry, to other sponsoring
partner groups (The David Graham Foun-
dation, Sidley Austin LLP, and Melissa L.
Barrett) who designated Samaritan Min-

istry as their beneficiary agency, to all 
the mini-walk coordinators and walkers 
that helped push us over the 1,500 
walker mark, to the hundreds of people 
who registered for the Walkathon on the 
National Mall, we express a heartfelt 
thank you.

Please mark your calendar now for 
the 2010 Help the Homeless Walkathon. 
The window for mini-walks is the day 
after Labor Day through the first Sunday 
in November. The Walkathon on the 
National Mall, always the Saturday be-
fore Thanksgiving, will be November 20.

United Way/CFC
If you give through either the United 

Way or the Combined Federal Cam-
paign, please consider designating a gift 
for Samaritan Ministry of Greater Wash-
ington. For more information about 
Samaritan Ministry and how your dona-
tions help people who are working 
to make changes in their lives, visit 
www.samaritanministry.org or check 
out Samaritan Ministry’s listing in the 
Catalogue for Philanthropy, www.cfc-
dc.org. The Catalogue features non
profits that have been vetted and given 
the Catalogue’s seal of approval as one 
of Washington’s best small charities.

Please forward Samaritan Ministry’s 
Web site or the Catalogue Web site to 
your friends at work and encourage them 
to select Samaritan Ministry as well 
for their United Way (# 8496) or 
CFC (# 40928) donations.

Interns | continued on page 7
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Thank You!
We would like to thank everyone who helped make Christmas parties for our partici-

pants and their families, and the families of Partner Arms a big success. We couldn’t 
have done it without you!

Thank you to the following partner parishes and their many parishioners:
Christ Episcopal Church, Rockville, MD
Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna, VA
Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, D.C.
St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, D.C.
St. David’s Episcopal Church, D.C.
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Great Falls, VA
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Norwood, Chevy Chase, MD
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bethesda, MD
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, D.C.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Rock Creek, D.C.
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, D.C.
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, D.C.
Washington National Cathedral, D.C.
Thank you to the following individuals for their 

donations to the participant Christmas parties 
held at each Samaritan Ministry office:

Meigan Chan
David Manning
John Warner
Susan Weinbeck

Thank you to everyone who remembered 
Samaritan Ministry with contributions made in December 2009.

intern through the Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps. “I come from such a privileged 
background, but through service, I get a 
chance to see things I wouldn’t see in 
daily life,” says Sarah.

Ralph Paschwitz, development intern, 
is located in the NW office. He comes all 
the way from Germany to participate in 
a five-month internship abroad through 
Internscout. Ralph is working on a de-
gree in sociology from Technische 
Universität Dresden. “Samaritan Minis-
try will be a good experience,” says 
Ralph. “I have always been interested in 
such work.”

Susan Prentice is participating in a six-
month communications internship. She is
a graduate of King’s College in Pennsyl-
vania with a bachelor’s in international
business. “While in college, I got involved
in many service trips and it helped steer 
me towards a desire to work for non
profits,” says Susan.

– Susan Prentice

Celebrating Christmas A Samaritan Ministry 
Christmas

The gifts were ready.
The volunteers set.
This promised to be

The best Christmas yet.

St. Timothy’s welcomed us all 
to their place

In we all hurried;
not a minute to waste.

Setting up tables 
with presents galore

For parents to shop for Santa 
and more.

There were corn dogs and cake
And other delights

We feasted until
Our clothing was tight.

A visit with Santa
A must for each child.

A photo to capture
Each innocent smile.

See the colorful beads, 
the markers, the glue
For creating treasures

Their worth one can’t measure.

The party left us with spirits so bright
Presents were gathered

And we all said goodnight.

– Dianne Lewis

Above: Sisters enjoy their visit with 
Santa. Right: Volunteers serve 
delicious food.

See more Christmas photos at 
www.samaritanministry.org.

CHRISTMAS PHOTOS: THOM WOLF

Interns | continued from page 6

’Tis the season for sharing.
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Thank You
F O R  Y O U R  R E C E N T  S U P P O R T

Thanks to the following organizations for your 
recent support.

COMPANIES
Design/Build, Silver Spring, MD
Goodwin Procter, Washington, D.C.
Independent Project Analysis, Inc., Ashburn, VA
Insurance Associates, Inc, Rockville, MD
The Kellogg Collection, Washington, D.C.
Pepco Holdings, Inc./PEPCO, Washington, D.C.

FOUNDATIONS
The John W. Warner, IV Foundation, Washington, D.C.
Lura Bradfield Foundation, Washington, D.C.
Dimick Foundation, Washington, D.C.
Exxon Mobil, Fairfax, VA
John Edward Fowler Memorial Foundation, 

Bethesda, MD
The Jovid Foundation, Washington, D.C.
The MacLean Foundation, San Francisco, CA
The TJX Foundation, Inc., Framingham, MA

ORGANIZATIONS
Christ Episcopal School, Rockville, MD
Construction Owners Association, Edmonton, AB
D.C. Catholic AIDS Network, Washington, D.C.
D.C. Dept. of Health, HIV/AIDS Administration
GoodSearch, Los Angeles, CA
Share, Inc, McLean, VA

Washington Episcopal School, Bethesda, MD
Workers of Saint Alban’s, Washington, D.C.

CHURCHES
All Souls Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
Christ Episcopal Church, Rockville, MD
Church of the Holy Comforter, Vienna, VA
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, Bethesda, MD
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Arlington, VA
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Burke, VA
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, College Park, MD
St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church, Annandale, VA
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, Springfield, VA
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Bethesda, MD
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, McLean, VA
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Potomac, MD
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Great Falls, VA
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Olney, MD
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Chevy Chase, MD
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bethesda, MD
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Arlington, VA
St. Stephen & the Incarnation Episcopal Church, 

Washington, D.C.
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C.
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Save The Date
Next Step Breakfast Planned for 
May 6, 2010
Join us for Samaritan Ministry’s Fourth Annual 
Next Step Breakfast at The National Press Club,
529 14th St., NW (metro accessible) on Thurs-
day, May 6 from 8–9 am. With Next Step Pro-
gram participants sharing remarkable true-life
stories, the event promises to be moving and in-
spiring. You will also hear Samaritan Minis-
try’s vision for addressing homelessness and
poverty in our region and the ministry’s com-
mitment to helping people believe in their abil-
ity to transform their lives. This is a complimen-
tary fundraising event with no expectations for
minimum (or maximum) giving. Please contact
Diane Aten at daten@samaritanministry.org or 
202-722-2280 x304 to RSVP.

Just What Does Samaritan Ministry Do?
How do people who are homeless and others 
in need make changes in their lives through 
Samaritan Ministry’s Next Step Program? 
Attend a Next Step Experience and find out. At 
this complimentary one-hour event you’ll hear 
from program participants and see where they 
meet with caseworkers to work on goals, apply 
for jobs, and obtain clothing for interviews and 
more. You’ll also hear about Samaritan Minis-

❑	 YES, please send future news-
letters by email to save Samaritan 
Ministry the cost of printing and 
postage. My email address is

____________________________.

Fax this page to 202-722-2288.

Or send an email (including your 
contact information) to info@
samaritanministry.org with “Elec
tronic InStep” in the subject line.

try’s vision for the future and learn about 
homelessness in Washington, D.C.

Next Step Experience
Refreshments 1:15 pm; Program 1:30–2:30 pm
Tuesday, January 26 and March 23, 2010 
1516 Hamilton Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20011

Contact Mary Belknap at 202-722-2280 x327 
or mbelknap@samaritanministry.org for reser-
vations. See www.samaritanministry.org for 
more information.

# 8496

# 40928

Grants and organizational contributions received June 1, 2009-December 10, 2009. Financial contributions 
from individuals are listed in the annual report. In kind donations are listed at www.samaritanministry.org.
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